100           FORTY-FIVE YEARS UNDER THE FLAG

On the 4th of March, 1889, President Harrison was inaugu-
rated, and General B. F. Tracy, of New York, replaced Mr.
"Whitney as Secretary of the Navy. Mr. Tracy was a distin-
guished* lawyer of New York; his great reputation and high
personal character had preceded him. Like most laymen, in
taking up the cares and responsibilities of a technical depart-
ment, he entertained some misgivings as to his capacity to master
the duties of this important place, except with the loyal help of
his commodores, as chiefs of bureaus were then known. Dur-
ing a call made upon him at the Hotel Arno the day after his
arrival, he intimated this doubt, but when the suggestion was
made that he would find no difficulties in his way, if he studied
to be as good a judge as he was an advocate, he seemed to derive
more confidence. Mr. Tracy, like Mr. Whitney, was an excel-
lent secretary, and left an abiding impression upon the Navy,
which they both did so much to build up to a greatness com-
mensurate with that of the nation.

As the chief of the Bureau of Equipment had striven hard,
working with conscientious devotion to the duties of his office
for more than four years, helping three secretaries with all his
energy to equip and fit for active service the new vessels ap-
pearing from month to month, the desire to get back to the
sea life and in touch with the changing conditions developing
in it impelled him to ask for service on that element where so
many years had been spent. His desire was supplemented by
considerations of a personal nature which were pleaded for the
relief sought. The secretary kindly considered them.

The writer had been promoted in April of 1888 to the lineal
grade of captain by President Cleveland, and in September
of that year was renominated and confirmed as chief of bureau
for another term of four years. But after the accession of Sec-
retary Tracy a high sense of loyalty to him prompted a reten-
tion of the office until the new secretary .had acquired perfect
familiarity with the duties of the bureaus, before carrying into
effect the understanding reached when the new assignment was
requested.

On June 21, 1889, the following letter was addressed ten-
dering resignation of the office:ons; and when the election was decided all excite-
